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Child abuse has developed into a major concern of
Americans in recent years. I am sure that it is not a new
problem—it occurred in the 1790s, the 1980s and will
continue in the 1990s.

WHAT IS CHILD ABUSE?

Only certain types of child abuse seem to gain
attention: sexual assault, battery and deprivation are
commonly known forms of child abuse; however, there
are many other forms. Would you agree that the
following are forms of child abuse?

Small children are allowed to go in and around a
backyard pool without an adult in sight.

Adults who encourage young children to play with
fireworks.

Holding a young child on a passenger’s lap while
the car is speeding down the highway.

Giving a toddler "just a sip" or young children "just
a couple of swallows" of beer, wine or a mixed
drink.

Allowing young children to drive on an all-terrain
vehicle (ATV) or allowing them to drive, even ride
on, a farm tractor or riding lawn mower.

Allowing young children, or even teenagers, to ride
on the bed of a pick-up truck.

Purchasing a skateboard for a child but not the
essential protective equipment which should be worn
when skateboarding.

Having a handgun around the house where a child
might find it and then play "good guys"/"bad guys"
with it.

Looking the other way when you suspect that a
child might be experimenting with drugs or alcohol.

Watching a toddler stick hairpins in an electrical
outlet, play with matches, or drink some bleach.

Whipping a child, starving a child, or locking a
child in a room.

Probably, most of us would agree that some of the
above-listed activities should be considered child abuse.
BUT WHICH ACTIVITIES ARE NOTCHILD ABUSE?
Aren’t they all? Some would argue that it is child abuse
only when abuse was intended and the child suffered as
a result. Some would argue that if negligence or lack of
supervision results in a child’s injury or death, it is not
child abuse.

NEGLECT IS A TYPE OF ABUSE

If you allow toddlers, small children, or teenagers to
participate in activities which carry a high risk of serious
injury or death, should younot expectan accident? And
if you expect an accident, it is reallynot an accident.
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And if it is not an accident, was the lack of adult
supervision negligence? Is a lack of supervi-
sion/negligence child abuse? Allowing infants, toddlers
and children to be in unsafe locations and to perform
unsafe activities is child abuse. Let us all keep that in
mind.


